of railway from Guaymas, on the Gulf of California, up the valley of the Yaqui River, in the State of Sonora, to develop the coal and mineral resources of that region, and also down the west coast of Mexico through the cities of Navajoa, San Bias, Culiacan, Mazatlan, and Tepic to the city of Guadalajara, there connecting with the national lines for the City of Mexico and the South and East, a total distance, with branches, of about fifteen hundred miles. These lines will not only afford the Government of Mexico an easy and natural route for the movement of troops and supplies to the Pacific States of the Republic, but will open up a vast extent of territory rich in mining, agricultural, and shipping interests tributary to our Southwestern States. On the 1st of July, 1909, about eight hundred miles of the Mexican lines had been finished, and in the spring of that year Mr. Harriman went over them to Mazatlan in the first railroad train ever seen by the natives of that place/'* The cost of the Mexican lines, so far as they had been completed during the period of Mr. Harri-man's administration, was about $35,000,000, which, added to the cost of new lines and branches built or acquired by the Southern Pacific in the United States in the same period, make a total expenditure
1 E. H. Harriman and the Union Pacific, by Alexander Millar, secretary of the Union Pacific Railroad Company (New York, 1910), p. ii.